Miyagi Prefectural Institute of Public Health, Sendai, and Department of Bacteriology,* Tohoku University School of Medicine, Sendai SHIRACRI, R., SUKENO, N., SASA%I, T., UMENAI, T., SHIRATORI, T., KONNO, J. and IsRIDA, N. Frequency of Australia Antigen in Volunteer Blood-donors in Miyagi Prefecture.
Tohoku J. exp. Med., 1972, 106 (2),211-212The incidence of Australia (Au) antigen among male (1.9%) was higher than that among female (1.4%) in Miyagi Prefecture.
In three counties of the Prefecture, higher in cidence of Au antigen than that among general population was noticed. Au antigen; epidemiology The results obtained are summarized in Table 1 , indicating the higher positive incidence among male (1.9%) than in female (1.4%). The higher incidence was obtained with all of the 5 age groups listed in the table. In both sexes, the highest incidence was found a,ninna the age aroun of 16-20. antigen positive personnel was attempted as shown in Fig. 1 . Although the population size in a county is different one another, when the number of specimens collected from one county was more than 200, the positive rate was judged to be a representative value of each county. These counties illustrated as dark area (K, C and 0) in Fig. 1 revealed the positive incidence higher than 3%. The difference of the Au antigen positive frequency among the populations of three districts (K: 3.0%, C: 4.6% and 0: 5.4%) and general population (1.7%) were statistically significant. For the explanation of such sex difference and the difference among counties as noted in this study, serum specimens from all age groups including those of infants and children should be examined. Although such examination is under way, a preliminary result reveals higher incidence in a certain age group of a county of high incidence (K). This result together with the distribution of anti-Au among the populations in the Prefecture will be reported in the next paper.
